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reason is that, being so valuable, their care necessitates precautions which are difficult to take in a town where much that is primitive still exists and where burglars and bad characters escaped from Europe abound. The ladies prefer to have their beautiful jewels in the safe keeping of a London or Paris bank, where they can easily be claimed on their owners' arrival in Europe. Another cause for this habit is to be found, I think, in the very damp atmosphere prevailing in Buenos Ayres during a long portion of the year. This makes it difficult to keep the jewels as brilliant and brightly polished as we keep them in England. Dimmed jewels lose half their charm. Even the United States women must give points to the Argentines in the matter of diamonds and pearl necklaces.
The Argentine Senora relies much upon artificial help for enhancing her natural charms. I remember it was at dinner in the restaurant of one of the smartest Buenos Ayres hotels that I saw for the first time what has now become, alas ! a common sight at our own dinner-tables, namely, a society woman taking out her mirror, powder-puff, and lip-salve to " titivate " her face between two courses. This was in the year 1908, and it was the first time I had ever seen it done at home or abroad.
That a custom now so universal in some circles should have shocked me so genuinely at the time shows how much society manners have changed in the last few years. I remember speaking of this little incident to an Argentine woman who had been present (with some irony, I admit, as she was herself highly "got up"), and I recollect still with a smile the ingenuous answer she made : " Oui, chere madame,204                   ' INDISCRETIONS'
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